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FIRST THREE C.0.S GET PAROLE BUT 
TOTAL NUMBER IMPRISONED RISES 





“AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION” 


What may prove to be a major change in Justice 
Department policy on conscientious objectors occurred 
on May 26, in an order from the Attorney General’s office 
to all U.S. Attorneys. 

While the order did not call for blanket registration 
of all non-registrants, as some had predicted, it opened 
a way for U.S. Attorneys to avoid prosecution, and in- 
dicated prosecution should not be sought ‘‘except in the 
most willful instances.’’ 

As a treading of other news in this issue will in- 
dicate, the order has had little effect where prosecutions 
were already well advanced, although it may have been 
an influence in Indianapolis, where the 90-day sentences 
imposed were much more moderate than had been ex- 
pected. The test of the order’s effectiveness will come 
in the disposition that is made of men now under arrest, 
or the many others who have not yet been approached by 
the government. 

Excerpts from the order follow: 

‘Te is believed that a substantial number of con- 
victions for failure of conscientious and religious ob- 
jectors to register would be obviated if the United States 
Attomeys were designated as registrars under the Selec- 
tive Service Act of 1948 to register persons who had 
refused to submit themselves for registration. . . 

**Therefore, in any pending religious objector cases 
in which prosecution has been instituted the United 
States Attorneys and their assistants are hereby author- 
ized and directed to register any and all such defendants 
at any time during the course of the prosecution when the 
registrant either agrees to register or to furnish the in- 
formation necessary to complete such registration. If 
and when such registration is effected proper steps should 
be taken to secure the dismissal of the action. Except 
in the most willful instances, indictments should not 
be brought in future cases of religious objectors who re- 
fuse to submit for registration. However, every effort 
should be made to obtain registration of men in this 
category whenever possible.” 

Obviously much will depend on the interpretation of 
this order. Men who refuse to register are not likely to 
engage in the subterfuge of avoiding prosecution by 
supplying the D.A. with ‘‘the information necessary to 
complete such registration,” and if this provision is 

(Continued on page 2) 





Nine in Indiana Fined, 
Given Short Jail Sentences 


As the Justice Department moved to diminish the 
number of (or perhaps end) future prosecutions of non- 
registrant C.O.’s (see story at left), the United States 
Board of Parole freed three C.O.’s from prison and or- 
dered five others paroled at various times during the next 
two months. 

Those actually free are Philadelphians Robert 
Reuman and Newton Garver and Norman Moody of Lexing- 
ton, Ky. All were serving year and a day sentences in 
Eastern prisons. 

Together with the five others who will be paroled 
in the near future, these men represent such a broad 
cross section of those in prison that it is difficult to 
see how the Parole Board will justify turning down any 
future applications. Paroles have been given not only 
to men who are 26 and therefore no longer subject to the 
act, but to younger objectors as well. Recipients in- 
clude Ralph Cook, in whose case the Board made a com- 
plece reversal of policy. They had previously held that 
Cook’s desire to publish and preach his beliefs, plus 
‘‘community sentiment’’ against him, made his parole 
inadvisable. 

Number in Prison now 48 

But despite these parole releases, imprisonment of 
ten additional C.O.’s during the last six weeks has 
raised the number of men behind prison bars to the high- 
est total yet—48. One of these, Robert Cannon, received 
a three year sentence from Judge Jacob Weinberger of 
Los Angeles. The others, all sentenced by Judge Robert 
Baltzell in Indianapolis, were fined $100 and sentenced 
to 90 days (in one case, four months.) 

If there are no more prosecutions, and if the new 
Parole Board policy continues, this rise will be short- 
lived. Most of the Iowa C.O.’s now in Springfield prison, 
Missouri, become eligible for parole this summer, and 
a sharp drop in the total in prison is likely by mid-fall. 


Special Parole Considered 
Meanwhile a proposed Presidential Executive order 
to set up special parole procedure is under consideration 
at the White House. It would permit immediate parole of 
Selective Service violators to the army or to ‘‘special 
(Continued on page 3) 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I. Non-Registrant Prosecutions 


Out of 82 arrests to date, 71 cases. have been dis- 
posed of as follows: 
Sentenced to prison - 


3 year sentence 7 
2 year sentence 3 
18 month sentence 17 
1 year and 1 day 13 
1 year or less 15 
Total Sentenced 55 


Of these 55, 46 are now in prison. The others are 
free for the following reasons: 

4 have completed sentences 
2 are appealing cases (out on bail) 
3 are out on parole 

Registered after arrest 

Involuntarily registered 

Dismissed by Commissioner 

2 years probation for overseas work 


Ne RO 


The remaining 11 cases are pending in court. It 
should be noted that two new C.O.’s are currently in 
prison for offenses other than non-registration. 

In addition to those listed in the last issue, the fol- 
lowing have been sentenced for failure to register for 
Selective Service: 


6/ 9/49 - Robert Cannon, 3 years (Los Angeles, Calif.) 
Judge Jacob Weinberger 

7/14/49 - Rollin Pepper, Gerald Haynes, Stephen Simon, 
Francis Henderson, Charles Frantz, Richard Shuffle- 
barger, William Wildman and Richard Graves, 90 days 
and $100 fine each; and Amos Brokaw, 120 days and 
$100, (Indianapolis, Ind.) Judge Robert C. Baltzell 








“‘Automatic Registration’’ 
(Continu.c from page 1) 


literally insisted upon, many prosecutions will continue. 
But the legal authority upon which this order is based 
(Selective Service Regulation 642.31) provides that 
the information can be obtained from the delinquent ‘tand 
other sources,’’ which could be information already in 
the hands of the U.S. Attorney. 

Likewise the phrase that prosecution is not to be 
brought ‘‘except in the most willful instances’’ raised 
the definition of the willful; to the courts this has usu- 
ally meant anyone who stands firmly by his convictions, 

Another question raised in the order is its apparent 
limitation to ‘treligious’’ objections. Some non-registrants 
base their conscientious belief upon moral, philosophical, 
or political conviction which they call non-religious. 
Are they to be prosecuted? 

Only time will answer these questions. Two pros- 
ecutions have apparently been ‘‘killed’”’ as a result. . . 
those of Robert Bone in Connecticut and Lorton Heusel 
in Nebraska. Men under arrest in New York and Alabama 
have heard nothing for months, leading to speculation 
that their cases may be dropped. There has been only 
one arrest in the last few months, and that was dropped 
when the defendant agreed to register. 

To most non-registrants the whole issue is a cloudy 
one. They did not refuse to register because they wished 
to be registered by government edict, but because they 
could have no part with military conscription. What dis- 
position the government chooses to make of their cases 
is a matter over which they have no control. 





The following men are under arrest pending disposi- 
tion of their cases: 


ALABAMA: Marvin Rockwell, Howard Rockwell, Wilford 
Guindon 

ILLINOIS: Gregory Votaw, Robert Beach, Robert Wixom, 
Craig Wilder 

NEW YORK: Wilbur Rippy, Charles Bell, James Neu- 
hauser 

OHIO; Robert Somers 


Il. Men Currently Imprisoned 


The following are the institutions in which C.O.’s 
are currently incarcerated; while federal censorship 
limits inmates to 7 correspondents, extra letters are often 
delivered but may not be answered: 

Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn.: Ralph 
Cook, Paul Cates, Gerald Williams, Harold Flakser, 
William R. Young. 

U. S. Penitentiary, Lewisburg, Pa.: Sander Katz 

Federal Correctional Institution, Milan, Mich.: Charles 
Rickert 

U. S. Medical Center, Springfield, Mo.: Herbert Standing, 
Leland Standing, Russell Henderson, David Jensen, 
David Wyman, Harvey Marshall, Herbert Hoover, 
Henry Standing, Arlo Tatum, Harold Burnham, Donald 
Laughlin, Roy Knight, Donald Mott, Lawrence Tjos- 
sem, Eston Rockwell, Herbert Smith, William Jeusel, 
Austin Regier, and David Coffman. 

Federal Correctional Institution, LaTuna, Texas: Joseph 
Craigmyle 

U. S. Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz.: Philip Howard, Arthur 
Emlen, Atlee Shidler, Walter Coppock, Jr., Gilbert 
McFadden. 

Still in County Jail Pending Transfer: 

Rollin Pepper, Gerald Haynes, Stephen Simon, Fran- 

cis Henderson, ‘Charles Frantz, Richard Shuffle- 

barger, William Wildman, Richard Graves and Amos 

Brokaw. 1 
Ill. Men Granted Parole 

Now free: Norman Moody, released June 23 

Robert Reuman, released July 7 

Newton, Garver, released July 15 

Pending rele&sé dates: 

August 1 - Austin Regier 

August 15 - Ralph Cook 

Sept. 1 - Paul Cates 

Sept. 6 - Millard Hunt & Jack Singletary 
IV. Religious and Service Background 


Religious affiliation of 82 arrested C.O.’S 
Friends (Quakers) 38 
Methodists 
Baptists 
Brethren 
Presbyterian 
Evangelical & Un. Breth. 
Mennonite 
Episcopalian 
None (see note) 1 
Unknown 


Note: About half of those listing no affiliation have 
Quaker or other peace church background. 


ex-CPS 23 
veterans 14 
ex-prison 6 


NOR RK NN NWA 


World War II Record: 


CITIZENSHIP FOR C.O.’S 


In the hope that it will resolve some of the con- 
fusion surrounding the naturalization of conscientious 
objectors, an appeal to the Supreme Court is now being 
prepared in behalf of Martin Cohnstaedt, a Quaker whose 
citizenship application was recently denied by the 
Kansas Supreme Court. 

The last few years have seen considerable relax- 
ation in the former rigid denial of citizenship to C.O.’s. 
The Supreme Court, in Girouard v. U.S. in 1946, held 
entitled to citizenship a pacifist who was willing to 
serve the army in a non-combatant capacity. Since that 
time, this decision has been interpreted so as to admit 
a number of pacifists who would not serve in a non- 
combatant capacity. 

Two of these cases attracted considerable atten- 
tion. One involved Kenneth E. Boulding, then professor 
of economics at Iowa State College, a Quaker who said 
he would not serve ‘‘in the army in any capacity.’ In- 
stead, he said that in time of war he would ‘‘aid in any 
way possible in mitigating the effects of war,’’ would 
‘tbe inclined towards civil disobediance toward the in- 
vaders,’’ and ‘‘offer non-violent resistance.’’ He was 
admitted to naturalization and the Solicitor-General de- 
cided against appealing the case by the government. 

Another decision involved a Nebraska Mennonite, 
Jacob A. Wiebe, who was denied citizenship seven years 
ago, but who was admitted this year by Judge Delehant 
in Lincoln, who pointed out that the Supreme Court had 
modified its construction. Wiebe stated he was opposed 
to both combatant and non-combatant service, or to any 
work of direct military service such as munitions manu- 
facture, but that he would perform work similar to CPS. 

In ruling against Cohnstaedt, however, the Kansas 
Supreme Court has made such a narrow interpretation of 
the Girouard case that all future applications such as 
those of Boulding and Wiebe are thrown into doubt. 
Cohnstaedt’s appeal will be partly financed by the 
CCCO’s defense fund, which needs contributions for 
that purpose. 


GARA IMPRISONMENT PROTESTED 


Meeting in Toledo on June 19, more than 100 per- 
sons joined in protesting the imprisonment of Larry Gara, 
now serving an 18 months term at Milian (Mich.) prison 
for having ‘‘counselled” a non-registrant to follow his 
own conscience. 

After description of the case from Bluffton College 
President Lloyd Ramseyer, and a stirring plea for non- 
violence by Henry Hitt Crane, Detroit Methodist minister, 
two non-registrants present at the meeting were advised 
to stand by their consciences. 

About 75% of those present joined Dr. Crane in urg- 
ing the non-registrants: ‘‘Above all else we urge you to 
obey the dictates of your consciences. Don’t be coerced. 
Stand by your guns and follow your Christ to the bitter 
end.” 

At another protest in Washington late in July, dem- 
onstrators from all over the East carried posters asking 
immediate release for Gara and other imprisoned C.O.’s, 
and a petition to this end was presented at the White 
House. 

Meanwhile Gara remains in jail, having been denied 
bail on appeal. If it continues to be impossible to obtain 
bail, he will probably have to serve all or most of his 
sentence before his appeal is decided in the higher 
courts. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Extreme inequality in the administration of justice 
is shown up sharply in the sentences imposed on C.O.’s 
as reported in this issue. A third Los Angeles judge, in 
imposing another 3 year sentence, has thus continued the 
Southern California quirk that regards conscientious op- 
jectors as ‘‘worse’’ than embezzlers, forgers, white 
slavers, or counterfeiters. But in Indiana, before a judge 
noted for his World War II severity to C.O.’s, the sentence 
imposed on the same type of men for exactly the same 
‘“‘crime’’ was 90 days. 


The trial of Robert Wixom who appeared before Judge 
Walter Lindley at Danville, Illinois, on June 27, was put 
off until next fall pending the filing of agreed statements 
of fact and of briefs on the legal issues in the case. Al- 
though Wixom’s appearance was more than a month after 
the Attorney General’s ‘‘automatic registrdtion’’ order, 
the U.S. Attorney professed ignorance of it, and the ac- 
tion proceeded. Wixom was represented by Attorney Fran- 
cis Heisler of Chicago. 


As parole begins to be made available to American 
C.O.’s, the vexing problem of parole regulations is again 
coming to the fore, Standard requirements for regular pa- 
role include the promise of the parolee that he will make 
regular reports to a parole officer, live within certain geo- 
graphical limits, engage in specified employment, avoid 
bad surroundings or association ‘‘with persons of bad 
reputation,’’ and obey all the laws. During World War II 
insistence on these” conditions was slowly liberalized, 
and some C.O.’s were eventually paroled without agreeing 
to abide by any of the conditions, 

Conditions imposed on Robert Reuman, who was re- 
leased July 7, indicate a fairly liberal attitude. Reuman 
qualified both his agreements to avoid ‘persons of bad 
reputation,’’ in that he insisted on his right to help and 
befriend others, and his promise to obey all the laws, He 
said he could make no promise that he would obey a fu- 
ture Selective Service Act, nor could he promise to abide 
by the “countless existing laws which are repeatedly 
broken by unsuspecting citizens.” 


Last Minute News 


Eight Puerto Ricans have been convicted for failure 
to register for the Selective Service Act, according to 
word received as this went to press, Five have been sen- 
tenced to one year, two to two years, and one is still 
awaiting sentence. Most have been transferred to Atlanta 
penitentiary. 

An appeal is being taken to the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in Boston, on the grounds that the application of 
compulsory military service to Puerto Rico is illegal, but 
as the appeals will not be heard until next year and as 
the non-registrants are denied bail on appeal, they will, 
like Gara, have served most of their sentences before 
their cases are decided. Further information about these 
cases is available upon request to the CCCO. 


Nine in Indiana Fined... 
(Continued from page 1) 


service,’"’ under conditions to be established by the 
Attorney Genezal. 

Such ‘‘special paroles’’ would have the advantage 
of speed, as a man would not have to wait to serve one 
third of his sentence, but might involve employment con- 
ditions more restrictive than regular parole. 





FROM THE PRESS 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


Not a man is being drafted under the existing unused 
draft law. The war ended four years ago. Yet somewhere 
in these United States today are forty-two young men who 
are locked up because they refused for religious reasons 
to obey the-peacetime draft. More than half of these young 
men are Quakers. Most of the others are men who belong 
to churches from whose teachings they have evolved such 
a deep-rooted opposition to war that they chose prison 
rather than betray their religious principles. 

A time of national emergency is one thing. But the 
faiiyre to respect the right of religious freedom cannot be 
just§fied now. Members of the Quaker faith have consist- 
ently upheld their opposition to war, and their faith has 
been respected for four centuries, Indeed their peaceful 
activities during and following modern wars have more 
than justified the admiration of the world. 

The sentences the conscientious objectors are serv- 
ing are severe enough. But apparently the discrimination 
continues, for while white slavers and counterfeiters are 
paroled, not one of these young men, mostly farmers and 
students, has yet won a lessening of his sentence. It all 
adds up to a policy of petty spitefulness that ill becomes 
a powerful nation that preaches to the world that it is the 
citadel of religious freedom. 

Is this handful of C.O.’s a threat to national secu- 
rity? This is ridiculous. Does a national emergency exist 
that justified keeping these forty-two young men behind 
bars? That also is ridiculous. Then why not release 
them? 


—Hartford Courant, July 4, 1949 


SET CONSCIENCE FREE 


While the Christian Advocate has repeatedly voiced 
the opinion, in which many Methodists disagree with us, 
that citizens of draft age ought to register, we join with 
the Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors in 
asking immediate freedom for the 42 conscientious ob- 
jectors now imprisoned for refusal to obey the peacetime 
draft act. We think that the reasoning of the committee is 
sound, 

‘*To continue to punish conscientious objectors four 
years after the end of the war,’’ said the committee’s 
Statement, ‘‘is am unprecedented step for peacetime 
‘America, and no crisis or public necessity exists to 
justify this abridgement of democracy.’’ 


—The Christian Advocate, July 13, 1949 











ASK FREEDON FOR JAILED C.O.’S 


Most people have forgotten, if they ever knew, that 
in various federal prisons throughout the country there 
are 42 conscientious objectors... Now the Central Com- 
mittee for Conscientious Objectors asks for their release 
from prison... It declares that ‘‘no crisis or public ne- 
cessity exists to justify this abridgment of democracy’’ 
and holds that religious liberty is imperiled so long as 


this state of affairs continues. All this is true, in our 
opinion. But the biggest peril to religious liberty is not 
the imprisonment of 42 men, who knew what they were do- 
ing when they refused to register on grounds of con- 
science, It is the lethargic indifference of the majority of 
citizens, including church people, to the steady encroach- 
ment of the state on the liberties of us all. These con- 
scientious objectors are attempting to warn the American 
people concerning the gravity of such encroachments, and 
few pay any attention to what they have to say. A healthy 
protest demanding the liberation of these men might help 
to clear the air. So long as one man remains in prison be- 
cause his conscience cannot sanction participation in 
military service, none of the rest of us is free. The de- 
partment of justice has now ordered its attorneys to reg- 
ister men who cannot conscientiously do so themselves, 
So presumably the number in prison will not go above 
42. It should wash its hands of the whole business by 
freeing those whom it has placed behind bars because 
they could not violate their conceptions of Christian 
responsibility 


—The Christian Century, July 13, 1949 
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